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A century of quantum mechanics: contributions and legacy of
Chinese scientists
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Abstract: Since the birth of quantum mechanics, Chinese scientists have repeatedly made significant discoveries
in this field. This paper surveys the representative Chinese scientists from the establishment of quantum me-
chanics to the period before China's reform and opening-up, grouping them into three generations according to
their academic eras and research characteristics, and thereby revealing a complete trajectory of China's early
quantum research from introduction, originality and leadership. On the occasion of the centenary of quantum
mechanics, reviewing the Chinese quantum scientists’ historical contributions not only helps to gain a fuller un-
derstanding of their role in the history of quantum science, but also sheds light on the process of the transmis-
sion, the absorption, and the re-creation of quantum mechanics in China.
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Table 1 Co-evolution of the first three generations of Chinese quantum scientists and the mainstream directions of
20th-century physics
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